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1.0 RATIONALE

‘Exploring Australia’s Cultural Diversity’ is the topic chosen for this integrated unit. With the purpose of making students more aware of the many diverse cultures that make up Australia’s multicultural population.  Students will explore different aspects of numerous cultures by looking at cultural celebrations, festivals, traditions and food through a combination of resources such as the world map, audio visual material, story books, pictures/postcards and through family members and guest speakers from the broader community.  ‘Who am I?’ and ‘Where did I come from?’ are questions that students need to consider in order to start developing their own sense of identity and place in the world.  This unit of work falls into level 3 of the Victorian Essential Learning Standards and is appropriate because students are already being faced with various cultural differences within their community and school life.  This adaptive unit of work will help students build a better understanding of the different cultural influences that have contributed to the Australian identity.  Students are better able through inquiry based learning to further their sense of who they are, and what they value in Australia’s multicultural society today thus contributing greatly to their ‘understanding of how the world works.’ (Murdoch & Hornsby, 1997)

2.0 VELS

This unit of work falls under Level 3 standards in the Humanities in the Victorian Essential Learning Standards.  Where students start to ‘apply the concepts of time, continuity and change through a study of the history and traditions of Australians and examine stories from the past and present to learn about Australian society and its origins.’ They also ‘examine the histories of the cultural groups represented in their classroom, community and nation.’ (VELS) 

Students are also working towards the achievement of Level 3 standards in Civics and Citizenship through this unit of work, by building on their understanding of Australian society and investigating some of the different cultural groups that make up the Australian community. They are learning about the contributions that people from diverse groups have made to many aspects of the Australian way of life. This includes contributions to the arts and other aspects of their life including food, festivals and sporting events. (VELS)

3.0 Subject Content Summary

Within this unit of work students will expand on knowledge gained throughout levels 1 and 2 of Humanities in VELS where they explored and discussed family celebrations and special occasions.  When working towards achieving level 3 standards in Humanities and Civics and Citizenship, students will be looking in more depth at cultural celebrations, festivals, traditions and food further exploring the diverse cultures that now make up Australia’s multicultural population.   This unit of work fits in perfectly at the start of the year within a classroom syllabus as it is fun and engaging and allows students (and parents) to learn more about their peers and their own cultural identity.  It is the perfect foundation on which to build upon throughout the year including going onto Australia’s cultural history and investigating different cultural groups and what contribution they have made to various areas including industry, medicine and science.  
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VELS Level 3: Learning focus 

As students work towards the achievement of Level 3 standards in the Humanities, they examine the histories of the cultural groups represented in their classroom, community and nation.  As students work towards the achievement of Level 3 standards in Civics and Citizenship, they build on their understanding of Australian society and investigate some of the different cultural groups that make up the Australian community and contributions that people from diverse groups have made to many aspects of the Australian way of life. This includes contributions to food, festivals and sporting events. 
Unit Aims(s)   

In this unit students will investigate the diverse cultural groups that make up the multicultural population of Australia.  Students will be focusing on cultural celebrations, festivals, traditions and food.  Students will engage in activities that are designed to help them investigate different cultures related to them, their families and their peers. To accommodate this approach the Finding out and Sorting out activities have been linked to each area of investigation. 
Learning objectives

Affective: Students will:

· Develop an interest in the celebrations, festivals, traditions and food within many diverse cultures.

· Be curious about how lifestyles from other cultures differ from their own.

· Develop an appreciation of the diversity of cultures within Australia and the different ways they express themselves. 

Behavioral:

Students will:
 

· Identify routine activities and special events from their life, shared with family and other community members

· Explore the clothing, music and food used by families or the community for these activities and events

· Describe routine activities and special events undertaken by families in Australia

Cognitive: 

Students will understand that:

· Families celebrate events that are special to them
· Not all families celebrate the same occasions
· Families from different cultural backgrounds may celebrate in different ways for a range of reasons 
· We can learn about the cultures of different parts of the world from their celebrations, festivals, traditions and food.
· All cultures are of equal importance and have influenced Australian society.
· Special clothing, music and foods may be used within different cultures
Assessment and Evaluation

Prepare a checklist to record observations of student participation in investigation.

Use this information to gauge prior knowledge about celebrations and special events discussed in this lesson. The teacher may need to consider what additional activities may be needed to improve either understanding.
	Time
	Procedure
	Management/ Organisation/

Resources

	30 mins

30 mins


	Tuning in

Read a story “Cultural Celebrations & Festivals in Australia”.

Discuss with the students the idea that various cultures have many different occasions to celebrate. Encourage them to share any traditions their families may have within their own cultures.

Focus questions include:

1. What are the most important events we celebrate with our families? 

2. Why do people celebrate some of these events and occasions? 

3. How do people celebrate these different events and occasions? 

4. What can we learn about Australia and other countries from their celebrations? 

5. What special preparations and resources may be needed for some family celebrations? 

1. List their answers on flip chart paper

2. Review the list with the students and point out that many families celebrate different special days within their own culture.

3. Ask each student to draw a picture of his or her family celebrating a special day. They can refer to the list made for ideas. Then ask each student to share their pictures with a partner or in small groups.


	Have all the children sit on the floor in a circle

Flip chart paper, markers

Crayons, coloured pencils or paints


	Teachers’ resources 

	Websites:

Curriculum @ work: https://www.eduweb.vic.gov.au
Celebrate Diversity: http://www3.kumc.edu/diversity/
Multi-cultural Calendar: http://www.kidlink.org/KIDPROJ/MCC/
Book:

Title: Cultural Celebrations & Festivals in Australia, 

Author: Rose Inserra

Publication: Macmillan Education Australia PTY LTD, South Yarra, 1999
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Assessment and Evaluation

Prepare a checklist to record observations of student participation in investigation.

Use this information to gauge prior knowledge about celebrations and special events shown in this lesson. The teacher will, after this enquiry based lesson, ask students to discuss their choices and use this knowledge at their pedagogy level to determine the pace of the following two lessons. The teacher may need to consider additional activities needed to improve either understanding at the end of the unit.
. 

	5 mins

25mins

20 mins

10 mins
	Tuning in

Begin by recapping the previous lesson with a quick flick through the story read last lesson, focusing on the celebration picture pages. 

Activity A

Intro the Film_- A Childs Eye view of Festivals, which they are about to see. A short film on many different types of celebrations held here in Australia.

Focus Question:

1. Can they guess what each type of celebration is in the film?

2. Watch film and encourage students to talk about what they have seen and expand upon those celebrations.

3. Get students to discuss other cultural celebrations that they may be a part of and list them on whiteboard.

Activity B

1. Outline activity-Students will be divided into 4 groups with each group working at a table and given a variety of magazines from which they select pictures to cut out and paste onto a big sheet of butcher’s paper.  
The pictures have to be relevant to special occasions and cultural celebrations listed earlier.

Each group shares their poster with rest of class and the following questions are raised. 

1. How do they celebrate these events and occasions? 

2. What can we learn about Australia and other countries from their celebrations? 

Students pack up


	4 Tables set up in each corner of the room for activity B

Film

T.V. and DVD player

Children seated in a group on the floor listening quietly

Students contributing to discussion.

A random set of magazines, glue, scissors and paper.

Students return to the floor sitting as a group.


	Teachers’ resources 

	Video
Title: A child’s eye view of Festivals / A child’s eye view of Festivals 2

Produced by: Child’s Eye Media Ltd, Mauldeth House, Nell Lane, Manchester, 2004
Content Summary: Introduces a variety of festivals and follows families through traditional celebrations. Contains songs, stories and activities that children can carry out at school or at home.
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Assessment and Evaluation

Prepare a checklist to record observations of student participation in investigation.

Use this information to gauge prior knowledge about celebrations and special events shown in this lesson. The teacher will, after this enquiry based lesson, ask students to discuss their choices and use this knowledge at their pedagogy level to determine the pace of the last lesson. The teacher may need to consider additional activities needed to improve either understanding at the end of the unit.
	5 min

20 min

10 min

20 min

5 min
	Tuning in

Start the lesson by explaining to students that today a special guest/s is coming in to talk to the class about their culture and special celebrations. This is in addition to the videos viewed by students in the previous lesson. Let students know that they need to listen carefully and that if they would like to ask a question to put their hand up

Guest Speaker/s 

This could include student’s grandparents, aunties, uncles and people from the broader community with different cultural backgrounds. They can share their experiences with the students by telling stories, showing pictures and videos, musical instruments…etc

Question Time

Let students put forward any questions they may have for the guest speaker and allow students to comment briefly on what has been covered.

Wrapping up and review (Activity)

Get students to bring in photos of their own family celebrations and cultural and religious events in their lives (get their families involved). Also any pictures, postcards or anything they feel is important to them and related to the topic. The final product being a big poster/story book entitled ‘Cultural Celebrations’ where each student contributes one page.  Students will also write a short story about their pictures in the English component of the integrated unit. This book can then be kept within the classroom and read and reflected upon by the students once they have finished the topic.

Clean Up

Get students to tidy up and put away materials used for the activity.
	Have students sitting comfortably in a circle

Students listening and observing.

Students asking questions and listening.

Have students sitting at their tables.

They will need glue, scissors, coloured pencils/crayons

And A3 size sheet of paper

.
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Assessment and Evaluation

Prepare a checklist to record observations of student participation in investigation.

The teacher will, after this enquiry based lesson, ask students to discuss their choices and use this knowledge at their pedagogy level to determine the requirement of any further lessons on this topic.
	15 mins

45 mins


	Tuning in:

Tell students that they will be planning a big multicultural celebration encompassing many different cultures including music, dance, special clothing, decorations and most importantly food.  

Procedural steps:

Decide as a class what they would like to participate in and include in their classroom celebration.  Brainstorm the different activities the class want to celebrate. Students will create their own classroom celebration that is influenced by the positive aspects of many others.

The organization can be split into groups or be chosen from the following list:
· Students can chose and decide what types of food they would like to have at the party. Each family will chose one dish from a different country/culture and bring to the party. (already been researched by students)

· Students can choose the decorations according to the celebration.  They can create different decorations.

· Students can choose the music they would like to hear or play during the party. Students should be able to look through CD’s to listen to or songs they would like to sing.

· Students can choose the different types of games and activities they want to include.  

These activities do not have to be all done within the SOSE lesson plan. Many of the activities could be integrated into arts, music or during a special lunch-time within the same day.

Focus questions include:

1. What did the students learn about different cultural celebrations? What did the students learn about planning a party?

2. Did the students enjoy themselves while learning?

3. What comparisons can we make from the classroom celebration to the students home celebrations? (eg. Did we eat the same kind of food as you do at home?)

Reflection:

1. How did the students feel as a classroom community celebrating the same occasion?

2. What did the students learn from this exercise?

3. Did the students enjoy organizing the party? What kind of interpersonal skills did they learn from the activity?
	Class story book and recipe book, reminders of story from guest speaker etc…

Students sitting on floor as a class adding suggestions and listening.

Simple recipe books

Arts and crafts books and supplies, celebration websites, CD’s, song lyrics

materials to make or play the games 




	Resources 

	Games:

1. Family Party Games by Peter Arnold

2. www.Today’sparent.com
3. www.rexanne.com/bday-kids.com
4. www.educationallearninggames.com
Music

1.Jazz Chant Fairy Tales by Carolyn Graham

2. www.twinsister’s.com
3. Ask parents, relatives or community members to borrow or donate appropriate music for the celebration.

Recipes

1. www.Today’sparents.com
2. www.familyfun.go.com
3. www.knowledgehound.com/topics/valentin.htm (Valentine’s Day)

4. www.childparenting.about.com (Halloween)

Decorations

1. Creative Arts and Activities by Mary Mayesky

2. www.Today’sparent.com
3. www.artistshelpingchildren.org
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Additional Resources for this topic

Title: Whoever You Are 

Author: Mem Fox

Title: Davidson’s Story Club: Multicultural Folktales from around the world

Author: Leslie House

Title: Everybody’s Different

Author: Allan Langoulant

Title: Folktales from Australia’s Children of the World

Published by: Ure Smith, Sydney, 1979

Title: International Songs for Children (book and audio cassette)

