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Hello everyone! This is Stephanie Hemmens here to bring this podcast to all of the Disney fans out there who love to spend the holidays at Downtown Disney, Disneyland or Disney’s California Adventure. I will be talking about Disney holiday gift ideas, what is new at the parks in December and what visitors can expect this season. All of my information comes from the D23 Official Disney Fan Club website. Ready to have some fun? Tune in for the next couple of minutes so you can be in the know of all things Disney this winter.
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Christmas is coming up and what does that mean? Presents…and lots of them. If you have to buy gifts for any Disney fans on your list, you’ve found the perfect podcast. Let’s get started! The “Tangled” soundtrack features beautiful songs by Mandy Moore and has several extras like a gallery of photographs of every character in the film. The CD retails for $13.98. Any “Nightmare Before Christmas” fans? The $399 Otherworldly Ovation sculpture recreates an unforgettable movie scene where sweet rag doll Sally stands in front of the eerie bony band of the vocalizing Skeleton Tree, clapping her hands in delight as the inhabitants of Halloweentown welcome their Pumpkin King, Jack Skellington. Any gamers on your list? TRON: Evolution incorporates great storytelling and intense action, including the iconic light cycles and discs from the original movie and this month’s film. The actual characters’ voices can even be heard while playing the videogame, which is available for the majority of gaming systems. TRON: Legacy gear is also available. PacSun sells a Hurley Men’s TRON T-shirt for $25, while Oakley.com sells limited edition 3D glasses for $150. Now, who doesn’t enjoy a good board game once in a while? Disney Theme Park Monopoly III was recently released and features vintage attractions, hidden Mickeys and a pop-up castle to display in the center of the board, while game pieces include Figment and the Yeti from the Matterhorn. You play for Mickey’s Toontown Houses and Castles, but Scar and Maleficent could charge you their “Villains Tax.” The game retails for $39.95 at select Disney Theme Park merchandise locations. Any geeks to buy for? With hundreds of designs on the marketplace, they can create their own Vinylmation that uniquely represents them. Make it a fun project for the family to do together this holiday season. The Vinylmations, which come in several colors, are available at D Street in Downtown Disney Anaheim and Orlando. The nine inch is $39.95 and the three inch is $9.95. Who doesn’t like the Toy Story movies? Now the three special editions can be watched over and over again with the Ultimate Toy Box 3-movie collection. Various retailers are selling the movies on DVD and Blu-Ray for $100. Another gift idea is the just-released The Golden Girls: 25th Anniversary Complete Collection, which features all of the hilarious episodes of the classic TV show. The discs come in Sophia’s handbag and include bonus material like fashion commentary from Joan and Melissa Rivers. You can find the collection at various retailers for $149.99. A more traditional option is the recently-released The Lion King on Broadway Holiday Ornament, an elegant glass ball for your Christmas tree or Hanukah bush. It sells for $10 at DisneyStore.com and at the show. If you want to go bigger, you can take your family or special someone to the live theater performance in Las Vegas at Mandalay Bay and in Norfolk, Virginia until New Year’s. You can catch Mary Poppins on Broadway, as well. Ready for the ultimate holiday gift? A D23 Membership of course! It comes with the eye-catching quarterly publication Disney twenty-three that ships to your home and features free gifts with every issue. Disney Undiscovered: A 23 Month Calendar of Disney’s Unrealized Masterpieces is a free annual member gift that features amazing art from attractions, lands, animated movies and live-action films that never became a reality. Members also get a personalized membership card and certificate, a discount on D23 Expo 2011 tickets, and a chance to attend dozens of D23 Member-only events throughout the year. Lastly, you’ll be aware of exclusive merchandise, special offers, discounts, contests and a whole lot more. The $74.99 Gold Membership and $34.99 Silver Membership can be purchased at DisneyStore.com/D23. 
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The Disneyland Resort is the place to be for the holidays. This time of year brings the return of the most popular highlights, including special holiday versions of it’s a small world and Haunted Mansion, A Christmas Fantasy parade, colorful holiday décor and a nightly snowfall on Main Street, U.S.A. Sleeping Beauty’s Winter Castle showcases the traditional icicles and snowdrifts again. There are three presentations throughout each evening, which include snowfall on Main Street, U.S.A. In the finale, guests can watch the legendary Believe…in Holiday Magic fireworks show, which ends with winter snow on Main Street, U.S.A., it’s a small world Mall and New Orleans Square. A holiday lighting and special effects show can be seen after dark. Of course, the 60-foot-tall Disneyland Christmas tree in Town Square will be present and showcasing more than 62,000 energy-efficient LED lights. Disney characters join together in A Christmas Fantasy parade where they wrap presents, bake holiday treats and prepare for the arrival of Santa, who shouts a jolly greeting to spectators. Mickey and Minnie can even be seen skating on ice. The holiday version of it’s a small world is a universal celebration of the season with more than 300,000 dazzling lights. Haunted Mansion Holiday celebrates as Halloween and Christmas collide. Jack Skellington, from The Nightmare Before Christmas, has transformed the attraction with his twisted vision of the holidays. Last, but not least, Santa and his reindeer will greet children and their families at Santa’s Reindeer Round-up in Big Thunder Ranch, Frontierland. Visitors can also book guided holiday tours that provide entry into it’s a small world Holiday and Haunted Mansion Holiday, reserved seating for the parade, a keepsake remembrance, and entertaining information about the history behind Disneyland holiday traditions.


Disney’s California Adventure is another option for a family trip. The iconic “CALIFORNIA” letters appearing as swirling red and white peppermint sticks will immediately put guests in the holiday mood as they approach the park. Flik and his buddies spread massive ornaments and enormous Christmas lights throughout a bug’s land. The Paradise Bay boardwalk is decorated with a beautiful Christmas tree and seasonal wreaths on lampposts. Santa will also be near Ariel’s Grotto to greet visitors. A special ElecTRONica nighttime street party will occur in the entry plaza and the Hollywood Pictures Backlot district on Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays from December 17th through January 2nd. All-aged guests will be immersed in the atmosphere of the new Walt Disney Pictures film TRON: Legacy. The all-new World of Color nighttime water spectacular is a must-see at the Paradise Bay lagoon. Don’t forget to watch the Pixar Play Parade and two new shows. There is a lively “dance-off” competition of Disney Dance Crew on the Hollywood Pictures Backlot Stage as well as Disney Channel Rocks, which features music from the channel’s movies and series performed on the Palisades Stage in Paradise Park along the lagoon. Visitors can also see a preview of what’s coming to the park in Blue Sky Cellar at Golden Vine Winery. This includes The Little Mermaid: Ariel’s Undersea Adventure, which debuts next year. The newly improved Toy Story Mania! and Silly Symphony Swings as well as favorites like California Screamin’ and Mickey’s Fun Wheel will all be waiting for you to ride them.


Both theme parks will have extended hours for more holiday fun. Outside the parks, the festive season continues as you make your way through Downtown Disney and the Disneyland Resort hotels, all decorated with twinkling lights and ornaments. Guests can even experience special entertainment and holiday dining. Best of all…you don’t need a ticket!


Well that wraps it up. I hope you enjoyed tuning in and thank you for listening. Happy holidays! Good bye!
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