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Cause & Effect


Sociology and English both look at causation and its effects.  But they look at them for totally different reasons.  With people studying English, they just want to know what the cause was and what the effect is going to be.  With sociologists, they care more about why the cause happened.  As in, what happened in society to push this cause to actually happening and having an effect. 

Sociology and English are so different because sociologists want to analyze what made the cause happen, take surveys and other things to find out what kind of people or group wanted the cause.  When they figure out why it happened, they can use this cause and effect to predict the outcome of future events.  If they know of a specific independent variable causes a single, or multiple, dependent variable to change, this can help them further in the search for understanding ways of society.  With people studying English, they are not that interested in “why” it happened, nor are they interested in predicting any future outcomes.  They would probably just look at the effect that was caused and either agree or disagree with it.  Sociologists care about what aspects of the community was a part of this cause.  

Sociologists also want to know if there are any correlations, or spurious correlations, between effects.  If there are correlations, they have to go and figure out why those are there and if it is going to cause anything else to happen, and if so, to put that in with the rest of their data to predict different outcomes.  If the correlation is spurious, they must identify these false connections.  With English, they are interested in the connections, but probably not for the same reasons.  

Sociologists are more into what changes in society made this cause happen and what the effect is going to do to society and how it runs today.  They run experiments according to how these causations allow, and they can change how they do the experiment to fit the best way to figure out what they are trying to figure out.  Their hypothesis will reflect these changes as well.  For sociologists, any little changes in how society runs can change their entire way they work, but for people in English, it hardly ruffles their ways of working.  

