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	CATEGORY
	2-Excellent
	1-Adequate
	0-Needs Repair

	1. Thesis

(Review the thesis template we worked on in class)
	The paper delivers a clearly developed defensible thesis.
	The paper attempts a thesis.
	The paper contains no thesis.

	2. Purpose and Supporting Details
	The paper compares and contrasts ideas clearly; points to specific examples to illustrate; includes only relevant information.
	The paper compares and contrasts items clearly, but the supporting info is general; includes only relevant info.
	The paper compares or contrasts, but does not include both; there is no supporting info or it's incomplete

	3. Organization & Structure
	The paper breaks the info into whole-to-whole, similarities-to-differences, or point-by-point structure; follows a consistent order when discussing the comparison.
	The paper breaks the information into whole-to-whole, similarities-to-differences, or point-by-point structure, but does not follow a consistent order when discussing the comparison.
	Many details appear in an illogical or unexpected order. There is little to indicate organization.

	4. Transitions
	The paper flows smoothly from one idea to the next; uses effective transition words to show relationships between ideas; uses a variety of sentence structures and transitions.
	The paper flows adequately from one idea to the next with little variety; uses transition words to show some relationships between ideas.
	The transitions between ideas are unclear or missing.

	5. Conclusion
	The writer makes a summative statement that reiterates the thesis and clinches the idea for the reader.
	The writer makes a summative statement; the reader may have to tie up some loose ends on his/her own.
	The writer stops the paper rather than concluding it with a summative statement.

	6. Conventions & Mechanics
	Writer makes no errors in grammar, spelling, punctuation, or capitalization that distract the reader from the content.
	Writer makes 1-2 distracting mechanical errors.
	Writer makes 4 or more distracting mechanical errors.

	7. Research
	The paper includes a reference to one peer-reviewed journal article retrieved from JSTOR and properly cited.
	The paper refers to a journal reference that is not peer-reviewed.
	There is no reference to a peer-reviewed journal.

	8. Completion & Transmission
	Paper is typed neatly with no distracting corrections; contains assignment information; is submitted on time in MLA format.
	-
	Paper is messy, illegible, or late.

	9.Rough Draft submitted
	Rough draft is peer-reviewed and corrected.
	Rough draft is submitted.
	No rough draft is submitted.

	10. Idea Chart, Outline, and Venn Diagram
	Preliminary work is submitted.
	One or two graphic elements are submitted.
	No graphic elements are submitted
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