Application of Theories/Concepts

Introduction to Organizational Communication
As an Organizational Communication major, I was able to do many things both in and out of the classroom that have helped me to grow both as an individual and as a future business woman. I have learned from hands on experience many new and exciting things that have helped me in my time spent at Middle Tennessee State University, and will help me in my future outside of the university as well. 


One specific class project that I felt really enhanced my ability to apply theories and concepts I have learned was a project I did in my Intro to ORCO class. We were asked to work in groups to try and come up with a suggestion for a positive change for Middle Tennessee State University. My group and I decided to do our semester long project on the parking issue at MTSU.  


We spent the semester researching every aspect of this project, from the parking spaces versus student ratio to the amount of money spent of gas to run the Raider Express’.  In the end we made a suggestion for change that we felt would be the best for students, teachers, and faculty alike.  With a new bus route suggested (which has sense been added to the University), as well as a change in the classification for each parking lot on and off campus, we made a wonderful suggestion for a very reasonable change that could help to improve the parking situation on campus. 


This experience helped me learn how much is really involved when it comes to change, how many different people hold different knowledge about what seemed like a small change.  We started off thinking we would just have to go and speak with someone over in parking services and ended up talking to over 15 people throughout the campus about different aspects of the suggested change. This project allowed me to apply theories and concepts to a practical problem at our university!


We had set out to make a suggestion for positive change at the university, and ended up learning so much more than we had ever imagined. With our suggested bus route actually being put into effect over this past year, I have to wonder if it was because of my group’s suggestion, or if it had already been planned… I like to think it was my group.
